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ESPERANCE LEAD POLLUTION 

719. Mr P.B. WATSON to the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure: 
Can the minister advise the house of the latest blood testing results in Esperance? 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN replied: 
Yes, I can.  I think it is important that we make sure that we are all very clear on these results and the fact that 
we are achieving a very considerable rectification of the lead problem.  After three rounds of blood testing, 
80.7 per cent of children who previously had elevated blood lead levels now have levels of 
five micrograms a decilitre or below.   

Dr G.G. Jacobs:  How much did they drop?  

The SPEAKER:  Order, member for Roe! 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  In fact, 95.5 per cent of children have seen their blood lead levels drop.  The blood 
lead levels of more than 95 per cent of children have fallen and, of those, 80.7 per cent have in fact fallen to the 
level of five micrograms or below. 
Several members interjected. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  I think the member is right: the member for Roe sounds a little disappointed.   

We have engaged the services of Professor Alison Jones, the Professor of Medicine and Clinical Toxicology at 
the University of Newcastle in New South Wales.  Professor Jones is acknowledged as Australia’s expert in lead 
poisoning.  After seeing the results from the round three tests, she wrote, in a letter dated 7 November, that - 

Virtually all the results show significant improvements, as expected, and that is good news!  Even 
someone working on the very cautious side would be pleased with these results and they do not indicate 
the need for concern or for upgrading what we are collectively doing. 

Dr G.G. Jacobs:  What about the children whose levels went up? 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  It is interesting.  The member for Roe is expressing his concern for a small number 
of children whose blood lead levels went up.  Seven children whose blood - 

Dr G.G. Jacobs:  What about the 11 who did not stay the same? 

The SPEAKER:  Order, member! 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  There are seven children whose blood lead levels have in fact increased.  That is of 
considerable concern to us.  They are only small increases, but they are increases.  I know from the member for 
Roe’s interjections that he does not want to know the truth, but I am going to read it out.  Professor Jones writes -  

Interestingly, the origin in most of these cases indicates non-Magellan sources which have been co-
incidentally picked up in this monitoring programme.  It is strange to realise that if the lead testing 
programme had not been established in Esperance, these may otherwise not have come to light.   

We are not saying that all of these incidents involve non-Magellan lead; we are saying that those in which we see 
some intractable problems are from non-Magellan sources.  We have done the isotope testing to support that, and 
that is the basis upon which Professor Alison Jones has made that comment.  However, we are not leaving it at 
that.  In all seven cases, the households have been personally visited by the public health physician Dr Charles 
Douglas in conjunction with the parents and a consulting physician where possible.  A senior chemist from the 
Chemistry Centre of Western Australia and an officer from the environmental health directorate has personally 
visited each home and assessed possible sources, including undertaking sampling around the homes.  We are 
dealing with this matter very comprehensively, and Australia’s leading lead toxicologist has said that our 
collective endeavours are producing good results. 
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